
The Woodland Cemetery, Killearn

Environmentally-friendly cemeteries were happening – but elsewhere. Residents, Peter and Jenny 
Wilks were keen to see if one could be provided in this area, did some research and visited an 
established one in Carlisle to see how it could work. It was a good idea, but the problem was where 
could it be situated in the Killearn area and would there be a demand for it. Discussion with an 
initially reluctant Stirling Council, said they would consider it if a suitable site could be found, but 
they were unable to fund the purchase of a new site. It would be up to the village to identify a suitable 
site, and raise the money to finance its purchase. After discussion with various people in the village, 
the obvious solution was the field adjacent and to the west of the New Cemetery in Gartness Road. 
Further investigation determined that the field was already owned by Stirling Council, so if the 
Council could be persuaded that there was a demand for a woodland cemetery and if it passed 
environmental inspection by the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency, then the dream was 
possible. Further investigation by Stirling Council established that there would be a demand for the 
cemetery and agreement was reached to establish a woodland cemetery on that site. 

The graveyard was officially consecrated on 
25 October 2007 when a ground-breaking 
event took place on a misty October 
morning.  Councillor Graham Reed planted 
an oak tree to mark the consecration of 
Stirling Council’s woodland cemetery, the 
first in the Central Belt. After an introduction
outlining the history of the development 
from Brian Devlin, Director of 
Environmental Services, the ceremony 
continued with a moving address and poem 
from Bob Scott representing the National 
Secular Society. There then followed 

readings and prayers from the Rev. Philip Malloch (Church of Scotland), Fr William Hattie (Roman 
Catholic), Rev. Richard Grosse (Scottish Episcopal) and Marie Cameron (Baptist Church). The 
cemetery consisted of a basic turning circle, with burial plots laid out in circles, each lair marked by a 
numbered post, as no memorial would be permitted, only a tree to mark the burial spot.

The cemetery looked a little bleak, with nowhere to sit and reflect and nowhere one
could commemorate a departed loved one. The visit to the green graveyard in
Carlisle demonstrated that small memorial plaques were allowed to be affixed to the
stone wall surrounding the cemetery. A voluntary group was set up as a working
group of Killearn Community Futures Company consisting of Peter Wilks, Jenifer
Barrett, Alice Bell and Jenny Wilks to determine if something similar could be done.

A plan which seemed to suit the site was a circular stone wall around the turning circle, with seats 
bearing memorial plaques and maybe a large stone as a centre piece. Alice Bell prepared a drawing 
which was widely circulated, and drew support. Discussion with the West of Scotland Dry Stone 
Walling Association (WSDSWA) advanced the plans as they agreed to build a dry-stone wall as a 
training project. It also meant that it was now incumbent on the group to find the means to implement 
it. The WSDSWA helped the group in estimating costs and sourcing the necessary stone from Risk 
Aggregates Quarry, Kilsyth. They also helped choose a suitable large stone for the central feature.

A fund-raising exercise was set up and money came in from a number of generous local donations, 
together with grants from the Paul Trust and Stirling Council Community Pride Fund. 



After a chance hearing of the poem Woodland Burial written by Pam
Ayres, the group decided that this should be inscribed on a plaque
and placed on the stone. 

Phase One

The first phase consisted of the preparation of the site to take the
weight of the central stone and the foundation for the wall. This was undertaken and completed by a 
local company, Scott McColl. 

On a wet Saturday in July 2012 members of the WSDSWA awaited the arrival of the 8-tonne centre 
stone which had to be erected in the exact centre, not an easy task as the centre was too soft for the 
crane of the delivery truck to manoeuvre the stone directly into position. The day was saved by Scott 
McColl who brought a second vehicle which enabled the stone to be pulled upright into place. The 
weekend was taken up by an enthusiastic group of volunteers building the wall, topped with grass. 
The final task was the mounting on the large centre stone a stainless-steel plaque with the poem. The 
first phase of the project was completed within budget at a cost of £4,613.04. 

Phase Two

The second phase consisted of the design and manufacture of the
wooden seating. The group realised that it would not be possible to
affix memorial plaques to a dry-stone wall, so it was decided to have
four benches with wide backs on which to mount small plaques. Daye
Tucker of Carbeth Home Farm, kindly donated some oak that had
come down in a gale, and Paul Cookson of Green Aspirations
designed and built the seats at a total cost of £201.

The Dedication

When Pam Ayres was telephoned to ask permission to use her poem, it
transpired that as she was staying with a relative overnight in Killearn on her
way to a performance in Pitlochry. She very kindly agreed to unveil the plaque.
This was nearly a disaster as she was delayed by an accident on the M6 and did
not arrive until 8.00 pm. But on the dusky evening of 16 August 2012, she
unveiled the plaque, witnessed by a small group from the village. Job done! 

Conclusion

The Woodland Cemetery has proved to be a very successful addition to the burial facilities of the 
area, serving the wider Stirling catchment.
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