From the Archives: Roads Around Killearn

We use the roads in and around Killearn
daily and take them for granted, but in
the past the connections to the village
were very different.

Before the construction of the
Turnpike Roads around 1790, the local
roads were notoriously bad. The Ross
Map of Stirlingshire of 1780, which
is the earliest detailed map including
Killearn we have been able to locate,
gives a good indication of the pre-
turnpike routes. For years this map
was considered lost, but copies were
found in Stirling’s Smith Museum and
the National Library of Scotland, from
where a high resolution digital copy was
obtained. This shows four roads meeting
at a crossroads in the village.

Main Street/Glasgow Road is shown
much as today running to Strathblane
then on to ‘Lenox Miln’ and ‘Killsyth’.
A link from Strathblane to ‘Mill Gay’
went through the Mugdock estate.

Two other roads from the village were
the road to Fintry, apparently close to
the present road line, and the road to
Drumtian via the ford, probably on

the present route. The final link started
down the present line of Station Road
around the Glebe then cut off across the
open fields to the ford at Barnford and
on to join, what is now, the A811 east of
Drymen. The rather curious alignment
of the farm of Spittal indicates the
original line of this road. At this time
there was no direct link to Balfron.

The next detailed map we have is
the 1817 Grassom map of Stirlingshire.
By this time the local Turnpike roads
had been constructed and Grassom
conveniently shows these in colour to
distinguish from other roads. This map
has much more detailed road alignments
which can be directly compared with
the present day Ordnance Survey (OS)
maps. The Turnpike, which is now
the road through Balfron to the A811,
had been constructed together with the
Field Bridge at Balfron. The Turnpike,
forming the present line of Station Road,
had been completed to Blane Smithy
then on to the A809 at Finnich Toll.

At an intermediate stage the route of
Station Road ran to the bus shelter near
Napier Road then cut across the field to
join the old route from Spittal
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to Barnford. The remains of this phase are clearly seen as a line of trees
and a raised bank in the field. The present route of the A81 through
Strathblane to Glasgow was established as a Turnpike and the section
from Dumgoyne to Blane Smithy, where the road terminated, was
constructed. Gartness Road, Drumbeg Loan, Ballochruin Road and the
link from the village to Killearn Mill via the ‘Cow Field” appeared on
this map for the first time.

The first OS map of the area was produced in 1861. This shows
that the section of the A81 from Blane Smithy to Ballat and then on to
Aberfoyle had now been constructed, cutting the direct link to Barnford.
Other routes were little changed from the Grassom map showing it was
quite accurate. On the 1918 OS map, the Blane Valley railway line,
running through Blane Smithy to join the Forth and Clyde Junction
Railway at Gartness Junction, had been added, but with no change to the
local roads. In later years the line of the A81 at Blane Smithy was altered.
Part of the old alignment can still be seen providing the access to the
steading development at Croy Cunninghame.
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