From the Archive — World War II Prisoner of War Camp

How many of you, when travelling
from Killearn towards Glasgow, have
paid much attention to the site at
the top of Drumbeg Loan, on which
a new house is being built? Some
older residents do remember a lot of
concrete being removed before the
previous house was erected.

The painting shown below, shows
the site during World War II, when
it was occupied by a prisoner of war
camp.
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The site is not listed as an official

POW camp, but we know from
Stirling Council records that the

Ministry of Defence submitted plans
in March 1943 which were approved

in July. The plans are available
online — search ‘prisoner-war-camp-
killearn’. The plan is a standard
one, but the actual layout varied
depending on the lie of the land.
The plans state that 28 prisoners
could be accommodated in each
of the two huts, so there would

have been around 50 prisoners
plus guards.

The first prisoners were Italians.
Some time after the surrender of
Italy in late 1943, the Italians were
repatriated and German POWs
replaced them. The German prisoners
were not repatriated until the end of
1947 after which the camp was used
for European Displaced Persons.

We were contacted by Christopher
Mills, the son of the Camp
Commander Sergeant Ernest Mills,
who visited the camp as a child and
has sent us photographs. Sergeant
Mills was a gardener by profession
and the camp used to win prizes for
being the best kept in the district.

The Italians, who were good with
their hands, built a fountain with
posts and chains made of cut-up cans.
They also made toys and other small
items. The German prisoners were
also good with their hands and made
some wonderful toys from wood.

Christopher also remembered
going in the camp lorry with his
sister and the POWs to a POW camp
concert in Denny.

All Killearn Archive has also been
contacted by Gunnar Janssen from
the north of Germany. His father,
Freddie, was a POW at Killearn

from 1946 to the end of 1947. He
was living away from the camp,
working on the farm of Robert
Steel, Sr. This was common after
hostilities ceased, as around half
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the total German POWs of 338,000
worked in agriculture.

The camp was demolished
sometime after its closure in 1950.
The concrete bases remained
and were visible on a later aerial
photograph, a copy of which is
preserved in the archive.

We apologise to the owner of
the painting for reproducing it
without permission, but we do not
know who owns it. It was for sale
a few years ago in the antique shop
at Ward Toll, wrongly identified
as Killearn Hospital. The Archive
Group would very much like to see
the original painting, if that were
possible.

[The Courier would be happy
to give the appropriate credit in a
future issue. Ed. |
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