Ministry and the Church in Killearn

The Kirk from the top of Buchanan Mo
by Hugh C

Killearn Kirk was built and completed in 1882 as a
memorial to Ella Orr-Ewing, her father having offered to
build the church and John Blackburn of Killearn Estate
giving the land. The kirk has a trowel with an inscription
used when the first stone was placed. The old church
was closed, and it was agreed that it would be used for
community use (village hall). The pharmacy/flats
building was the Free Church from 1845 until 1931,
when it became the church hall until 2002.

The book Strathendrick and its Inhabitants makes
mention of a church in Killearn in the early 13th century.
The minister would be appointed by the heritors (land
owners) of the village and it wasn’t until much later that
the congregations could choose their minister.

Killearn formed a Kirk Session in 1694. The Kirk
Session, together with the heritors, ran the parish. They
would deal with many areas of everyday life including
church non-attendance, infidelity and illegitimacy. They
would make payments to individuals and receive income
from others. Records relate to poor relief, the local
school, hospital and alms houses. In 1845, parochial
boards took over responsibility for the poor rate which
ended the Kirk Session’s influence in local matters, and in
1929, local councils took over the other responsibilities.

In 1931, Rev. Hector MacLennan McLeod first
preached in Killearn on the amalgamation of the
Church of Scotland and the Free Church in Killearn. He
contributed information to the Third Statistical Account
of Scotland (1962) for the County of Stirling on Killearn
parish and remained in Killearn for 31 years.

The next incumbent, Rev. J.B. Skelly, had a large
congregation. At this time requests were made to have a
seat in the church and there was difficulty in allocating
scats. During this period a Session House was added to
the church to enable the Kirk Session to meet. About 80
members of the congregation took part in a television
broadcast (1964). Playgroup and toddlers started meeting
in the church halls.

Rev. Stuart McWilliam followed in 1972, and was
recognised as an outstanding preacher both at home
and abroad. During this time woodworm was found in
the pews and had to be dealt with. New cushions were
made for the pews, as were five new cushions for the
communion chairs which are still in use today. During
the period, members were no longer allocated seats.

Rev. Robert Symington came in 1982, during
which time the membership of the church rose, against
the general trend of the national church. The first
female members of the Kirk Session were ordained.
Rev. Symington recognised different needs in the
village, one being that the men were requiring to meet
socially, and so the Probus Club was initiated. On the
centenary year of the church, various activities were
arranged for the community.

In 1993, Rev. Philip Malloch joined us and
encouraged us to bring technical innovation into the
church. With the old organ failing, a new electric
organ was installed, along with new sound and vision
facilities. During Philip’s incumbency a new church
hall was built. Philip continued his ministry in Killearn
until his retirement in 2009.

Rev. Lee Messeder came to Killearn in 2010 and
was known for his pastoral care. Still thinking of the
future of the Kirk, alterations were made to the front
of the church (chancel area) to enable access for those
with additional needs to participate in the service.

Most recently, Rev. Stuart Sharp was inducted
as minister in Killearn in October 2018. Like all
ministers, he brings his own style of leadership and
we look forward to “walking’ with him in the next
chapter of Killearn Kirk.

Living in an ever-changing world, we should
embrace ways of working that will suit everyone.

I have realised during my research that nothing
stands still, and that change happens according to
the needs of that time.

This overview would not be complete without
mentioning Rev. David P. Munro, who moved to
Killearn on his retirement. He preached many times
over the years in Killearn, twice taking on the role
of locum minister during vacancy. David was a kind
and faithful servant and friend who saw his work
for the Lord as a lifetime commitment. Although he
refired as a parish minister, nearly 25 years ago, he
never stopped working and was well known in many
churches. It was with sadness that we learned of his
passing on Monday, 21 January, when he achieved his
objective: to work for the Lord to the very end. David
will be remembered by many in the village as a caring
friend, a very special preacher and an inspiration to
us all.
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