What’s in 2 House Name?

Another addition to the Courier’s occasional sleuthing series

‘Juanhill’ in Lampson Road has nothing to do with Spain.

When the Gordon Estate was initially being developed,
Lampson Road had a middle, accessible from Napier Road, but
no lower end, exiting onto Station Road. There were no street
numbers and the first few houses were only identifiable by their
plot numbers.

Our new home needed a name. We looked at our family trees
for inspiration.

The original Juanhill is a farm, east of Strathaven on the
Kirkmuirhill Road, tenanted at one time by my great-great-
grandparents. We later discovered that on old maps the name was
‘Johnshill” which, when said in a strong Lanarkshire accent, was
evidently misinterpreted by a later cartographer as ‘Juanhill’!

The name plate also has a bit of history. It started out as a
slate larder shelf in our first home in Beardsen, built in the 1930s.
When we modernised the kitchen, it went out into the garden as a
stepping stone onto the lawn before my husband decided to have
it inscribed and set on the gable end of our new home.
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