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Many Killearn villagers know that there is a pond somewhere f _'“"?'i_';_-\ . o ey
down Drumore Road. But do they know that it is a curling pond
or do they think it's just an old, neglected, weed-choked stretch
of water? As far back as 1849, an entry of 12 January in the
Stirling Journal records the existence of Drumore Pond also
known as the Killearn Curling Pond. Further research is needed
to explore the early history of the area, although we know that a
brick and tile works was situated at the pond for some years in
the mid 1800s, as illustrated on the right in the 1861 OS Map.

The pond plays host to the Strathendrick Curling Club which

is one of the oldest curling clubs in Central Scotland. It was
formed on 10 December 1846 and later admitted to the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club in July 1847. However the history of
curling goes back long before that. It is believed that curling
originated in Scotland in the 16th century, and may have been
an evolution of the game of quoits, but played on ice. The Smith
Museum in Stirling has within its collection a curling stone that
is known to date back to 1511, found during the draining of a
pond in Dunblane. Furthermore, in the earlier days, places for
curling were probably more wild in nature where use was made
of already established expanses of water, which would involve
a far bit of travelling to get to, instead of the more recent
purpose-built village curling ponds which were much nearer.

The pond was within the boundary of Drumore Farm which
was latterly owned by David and Jean Clark. Ownership of the
pond has now been transferred to The Clark Trust. However,

it often remains a stopping off point for those taking part in the
Curling Club’s Millennium Meander every New Year. For many
years, the walkers were greeted by David and Jean Clark who
provided copious amounts of hot nibbles as well as a warming
glass of Scotland’s National Drink, a tradition many participants
hope will continue.

Each year, in the late autumn, works are carried out at the pond
to ensure it is in good condition to allow curling to take place,
should a cold weather snap come about and the ice becomes
thick enough to bear the weight of the curlers. When that
happens, someone always finds out and the bush telegraph
alerts curlers. Before you know it, curling on the pond is in full
swing with barbecues going and curries being on offer.

Every year, the water level is dropped by the opening of the
dam sluice thus allowing easier access to the reeds which are
trimmed back. The pond is then flooded and the cut reeds float
to the surface and are removed.

In recent years, renovation work has been carried out at the
pond; the building, with its pigeon holes for the storage of curling
stones, was re-roofed. The pond itself was dug out due to silting
up. The Scottish Stove Centre generously installed a wood
burning stove and flue. An award from the Scottish Woodland
Trust meant that 400 trees were planted around the pond, the
cemetery and other nearby sites which will help regeneration in
the area and hopefully improve biodiversity.

So, when you are out for a stroll and walk past the pond,

stop and have a look, there’s more going on there than you
imagine. Volunteers are welcome and plenty of projects are in
consideration to improve the pond and its environment for the
club, community and wildlife. Contact duncanclark1@mac.com
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