Alexander ‘Sweetie’ Buchanan

Last year, certain Killearn Welfare Trust members were inspecting our
building at The Square and on looking into the old graveyard, we noted
that Alexander Buchanan’s gravestone had suffered damage.

The stone stands out, being a replica of the George Buchanan
Monument, and is located in the southwest corner of the cemetery,
conspicuous by its clean appearance. After enquiries and discussion,
the Trust decided to restore it to its former glory.

Alexander Buchanan was a true village benefactor: he brought clean
water to Killearn.

In the mid 1800s, a cholera epidemic raged in the village due to bad
water. Buchanan did a test on all the local springs to the east of the
village to check for purity, and finally found that a source above Lettre
Farm was perfect. At his own expense he had this water piped into
the village as far as Greenend, and connected it to 14 taps (or wells)
within the village. Some of these are still visible, although many are
now filled in. The original tank used in 1840 has been expanded and is
used today to accommodate our present water supply.

Buchanan also lived at Achadhu House (25 Main Street), and is
responsible for building the stable block and modernising the house
itself in the late nineteenth century. He was ‘a gentleman and a scholar’,
who did Killearn a great service; a philanthropist who put some of
his personal wealth made in the family’s confectionery business to
excellent use. Long may we remember him.

Jim Fallas
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